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(Ali 1945, Khacher 1996). 

Two solitary birds were seen in a grassy 
patch next to fallow land in undulating areas, 
feeding on grass seeds along with the tawny pipit 
(Anthus campestris) and house spatrows (Passer 
domesticus). The other three sightings were in 
grassy patches on stony hill slopes under Acacia 
senegal forest with Euphorbia nuvulia, 
Salvadora oleoides or S. persica association. 
Each time the bird was disturbed, it immediately 
flew for cover, most often into Euphorbia or 
Salvadora. 

In India, the Ortolan bunting has been 
recorded as a vagrant on spring migration, twice 
in Gilgit, once each in Kashmir and Delhi (Ali 
and Ripley 1983). It was recorded only once in 
the Little Rann of Kutch Sanctuary in Kachchh 


district (Dharmakumarsinhji 1977) and in 
Hingolgadh in Rajkot district, Gujarat (Khacher 
1996). ; 

Extralimitally, it breeds in the western 
Palaearctic from the Altai and Iran, west to 
Scandinavia and Spain. It winters from 
Mediterranean to Senegal and Somalia, Arabia 
and Iran (Ali and Ripley 1974). This is an 
additional record for India and only the second 
one, after more than 20 years, from Kachchh. 
June 12, 1999 JUSTUS JOSHUA 
S.F. WESLEY SUNDERRAJ 

V.GOKULA 

Gujarat Institute of Desert Ecology, 
Patwadi Naka, Bhuj (Kachchh), 
Gujarat 370 001, India. 
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16. OCCURRENCE OF CNEMASPIS KANDIANA (KELAART), 
FAMILY GEKKONIDAE, IN AMBOLI, MAHARASHTRA. 


On August 8, 2000, while searching for 
amphibians at about 2230 hrs near an abandoned 
house in Amboli (15° 55' E, 73° 55' N), 
Maharashtra, we saw a gecko moving on the wall. 
Another specimen of the same species was seen 
in our hotel room the same night. The latter 
specimen was collected and brought to the BNHS 
and was identified as Cnemaspis kandiana 
(BNHS Regn. No. 1446). Only two specimens 
of this species were recorded during this survey. 
We visited the area again between October 10- 
12, 2000. During this visit, we sighted a large 
number of C. kandiana in the forest and inside 


houses. In the forest, they were mostly found on 
trees, under rocks and among the leaf litter. They 
frequent houses and were mostly seen on walls. 
During the day, they were seen basking or 
chasing each other, and during the night, they 
were mostly seen feeding on insects attracted 
towards a light source. C. kandiana was the most 
commonly seen gecko at Amboli among the 
29 specimens recorded in two hours in the 
morning, in the Nature Park, an area of c. 1 km 
patch of forest developed by the Forest Department. 

According to Smith (1935), the range of 
this species is Sri Lanka and the hills of southern 
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India as far north as 12°. It is also recorded from 
Thailand (Taylor 1963; Cox et al. 1998), Sumatra 
(De Rooij 1915), the Mentawei Islands (Dring 
et al., 1990; Smith, 1926) and both the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands (Das 1999). In Maharashtra, 
Humayun Abdulali (1955) had recorded this 
species (BNHS Regn. No. 70) from 
Mahabaleshwar (17° 56' E, 73° 42' N) and 
Yellapur, North Kanara (14° 59' E 74° 46' N). It 
was also included in the list of reptiles of 
Maharashtra by Daniel (1974) and the list of 
turtles and lizards by Nalawade (1998). 


Though this is not a range extension of 
this species, their abundance at Amboli is 
noteworthy. 

We are thankful to Mr. Sameer Kehimkar, 
who helped us during one of the surveys. 


VARAD GIRI 
VITHOBA HEGDE 
Bombay Natural History Society 
Hornbill House, S.B. Singh Road, 
Salim Ali Chowk, Mumbai 400 023, 
Maharashtra, India. 
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* Original not seen. 


17. A NOTE ON THE ECTOPARASITIC TICKS OF REPTILES FROM 
SOUTHERN RAJASTHAN 


Very little is known about ticks that live as 
parasites on reptiles of southern Rajasthan. 


Sharma (JBNHS 94(3): 573-55) has reported 
Aponomma gervaisi infesting Varanus 


TABLE | 
PARASITIC TICKS COLLECTED FROM REPTILES KILLED ON THE 
KOTRA-PALIYAKHEDA AND JHADOL-GORANA ROAD 


SI. No. Locality Year Host Parasitic Tick Site of Attachment 
if Jhameri Reserve Forest, Range Jhadol (T) 1994 Python molurus Amblyomma javanense Dorsum 

a Kirat Reserve Forest, Range Jhadol (T) 1994 Geochelone elegans A. clypeolatum Near tail base 

2 Phulwari Wiidlife Sanctuary 1995 G. elegans A. clypeolatum Near base of neck 
4. Phulwari Wildlife Sanctuary 1996 P. molurus* A. javanense Near cloaca 

5. Gujari-ki-Nal Forest, Range Jhadol (T) 1997 P. molurus A. javanense Ventrum 


*A live specimen was removed from the road and released in a safer locality inside the Sanctuary 
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